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Old Dreams For a New County      
By John Kendall 

When it came to creating north 
Olympic Peninsula counties, count 
on Daniel F. Brownfield. He helped 
create two--and for almost two 
years, a third.

Brownfield came to the Oregon Ter-
ritory in 1848, made a land claim 
in Clark County and was elected to 
Oregon’s first territorial legislature a 
year later. 

In 1853 he moved to Dungeness, 
then part of Jefferson County. The 
first Jefferson County election was 
at his house, and he represented the 
county in the first Washington legis-
lature in 1854. He became chairman 
of the committee on counties, then 
introduced a bill creating Clallam 
County. It became law, and another 
act appointed him to the county’s 
first board of commissioners.  He 
returned to Dungeness; and, dur-
ing the county’s first election, was 
chosen prosecuting attorney, while 
losing his bid to be probate judge.  
In 1866 he and others took a boat 
to the Quillayute River and explored 
the coastal area. 

They made land claims.  One of the promoters, John Weir, was a member of the lower 
house and later became the territory’s first secretary of state; his son, John, was chief 
clerk of the upper house. A law creating Quillehuyte (so spelled) County was approved 
January 29, 1868. The basic borders were from the Cape Flattery area to the Queets 
River then inland “along the summit of the Olympic range,” south to about the present 
Grays Harbor County line, then west to the Pacific.

The promoters had hopes and dreams – they did not have enough white people to 
populate the new county or even a slate of officials to run it.

Apparently the legislation stipulated that the new county was to share a commissioner 
jointly with Clallam and Jefferson counties. There were not enough people to be can-

Look for more on our website at 

www.clallamhistoricalsociety.com. 
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View from the Executive Director’s Desk
By Kathy Monds

What a wonderful time was had by all who attended this year’s fashion show, An Inti-
mate Look at History. From corsets to lounge wear, our models had it covered!

Attendees enjoyed looking at the spectacular exhibits prepared by Janice Noonan; 
eight lucky people went home with a raffle basket; and three of us were the successful 
bidders on original artwork done by our research librarian, Dona Cloud. And someone 
at each table who had the lucky sticker on the bottom of her truffle received the table 
decoration. Several members of the American Sewing Guild and Kitsap & Olympic 
Peninsula’s Clothing & Textile Advisors made the trip over and thoroughly enjoyed our 
“sassy” models. Next year’s program will feature hats. Check out the photos on our Face-
book page!

Spring is just around the corner, and you know what that means—time to box up those 
items that are cluttering your home and donate them to the Historical Society’s annual 
garage sale! We will accept items on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Spe-
cial arrangements may be made.

Upcoming Events:

HISTORY TALES:

April 3 – Trish Bekkevar, 
History of Bekkevar Farm in 
Sequim

May 1 – History of Lincoln 
School

June 5 – Alice Alexander, 
Gettysburg and Lyre River

All programs begin at 2:30 p.m. 

and are held at the First United 

Methodist Church, 110 East 7th 

Street, Port Angeles

CONTACT
Mailing Address:

Clallam County Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1327
Port Angeles, WA 98362

Physical Address:
933 West 9th Street
Port Angeles, WA 98363

Museum at the Carnegie:
207 South Lincoln Street
Port Angeles, WA 98362

email: artifact@olypen.com
website: clallamhistoricalsociety.com

Telephones:
Administration: 360-452-2662
Museum at the Carnegie: 360-452-6779

STRAIT HISTORY Volume X, Number 2.
Strait History is a periodical publication of
Clallam County Historical Society.

Copyright ©2014, Clallam County Historical 
Society. All rights reserved.

(Continued from page 1)

From the Research Library:  EVERYONE 
By Dona Cloud, Research Librarian

Everyone knows something. That is true 
when it comes to local history by local 
people. So many stories, so many sources — 
and everyone is making more history every 
day.  The Clallam County Historical Society is 
a collector of the “real” stories or the stories 
someone thinks are real. WHAT FUN!  Who 
did what?  When was it done? What was it 
for?  Did the purpose change?  Why?  Where 
did it go? What’s in a name?   We change 
ourselves and others from one day to the 
next. We are “changelings.”  Often we ask 
why and other times, why not.

I heard by the grapevine (or was it gossip), 
“We need to change Railroad Avenue to 
a name more attractive for our tourist 
trade.”  I don’t know about you, but I like 
Railroad Avenue. It has history, and I like 
history. Many tourists visit areas that have 
history.

Early photos show the shoreline when the 
town was on pilings before the railroad and 
before the industrial waterline. With the rail-
road came industry, transportation for men 
and products to and from Port Townsend, 

didates for elected offices 
the new county required. 
The result was an incom-
plete roster of county of-
ficials, which probably led 
the legislature to revisit 
the law that created the 
county. That law was re-
pealed December 2, 1869, 
and Clallam and Jefferson 
counties reverted to their 
borders, while Brownfield 
went back to the Dunge-
ness and died in Seattle in 
1889 at age 76. 

In 1895, with the west end 
population at about two 
thousand, a new effort was made in the legislature to create a new county, but it 
failed.

What were Brownfield’s motivations when he helped create Clallam, then Quillehuyte 
counties? The answers may be lost to history. Was he just another real estate promot-
er? A territorial elite who tried to profit from his position? So much of early recorded 
Olympic Peninsula history includes allegations of land deals – is that why Victor Smith 
moved the Customs port of entry from Port Townsend to Port Angeles in 1862? – that 
true motives are lost over time. The information about Brownfield is from a footnote 
in The Story of Port Angeles and an article by Lucille McDonald in the Seattle Times 
June 7, 1964.

“Secessionist residents in western Clallam and Jefferson Counties often claim that the 
county seats in Port Angeles and Port Townsend are too removed and their officials 
too indifferent,” wrote Peter Simpson in City of Dreams: A Guide to Port Townsend. 
“A proposal to establish Olympic County languished in two sessions of the state leg-
islature in the early 1980s. Opponents were concerned that the tax base of the new 
jurisdiction would be insufficient and that the loss of revenue to Clallam and Jefferson 
Counties from which Olympic County was to be carved would be crippling. Propo-
nents remained determined but the issue did not resurface in the 1986 legislature.” 
So the bizarre borders of Jefferson County – the Olympics separating its east and west 
ends – basically remain as they were drawn in 1852.
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Twin and Lake Crescent. The communities in 
Clallam County expanded.   World War One 
brought the military to the Peninsula and 
additional lines were added to the railroad to 
haul spruce for aircraft to be processed at the 
spruce mill on the waterfront. Railroad Avenue 
is all that is left of that ? NEVER!!! in my book.  
Make the most of what we have.  

No need to reinvent the obvious, just invest in 
looking at our history in new ways. Railroad 
Avenue is rich with possibilities if you learn 
or know Port Angeles history. The mills are 
mostly gone but not forgotten. The whistle of 
the train and the sounds of railroad cars on 
tracks still echo to some of 
us in our imagination. Hol-
lywood Beach now reflects a 
more prosperous time. The 
trains did travel the water-
front trail that now gives 
joy to those who walk it. No 
one alive today remembers 
the days when the trail was 
walked by east end Colony 
members from down town 
Port Angeles on dark wet 

winter days to the Model Common-
wealth Colony settlement in late 1880s 
and 1890s at the mouth of Ennis Creek 
or the Indian settlements they displaced 
along the bay.

It might be appropriate to bring the 
engine from Lauridsen Boulevard to 
Railroad Avenue, refurbish it and house 
it in a shelter to protect it from the sea 
and vandals.  This is no endorsement by 
CCHS.  It is only my opinion of the riches 
of stories the “changelings” are missing 
and could be built upon to enrich us all.

Got any photos?

Can we put a photo of  the 
Rayonier engine here?
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About 10 years ago, the Society bought a new computer 
program, Past Perfect. The Society’s various collec-
tions and accessions could now be tracked digitally, 
which allows greater cross-referencing than the stan-
dard card-catalog system. “It’s a database designed 
specifically for small museums like ours,” said Kathy 
Estes, executive director.

Gwen Schreiner was the Society’s first registrar with 
the digital system, meaning she prepared newly ac-
cessioned items to be digitally cataloged. She started 
volunteering in 2008. Later that year, she talked her 
husband, Don, into keyboarding the information 
from the accession data forms into the computer.

Gwen died September 24, 2012. Don, 83, sits in front 
of the computer in the Society’s office in the Artifact 
Storage Facility on Tuesday mornings.

Working with computers is hardly new to  
Don Schreiner.

Born in Walla Walla, he joined the Air Force in the early 1950s. 
After his service, he enrolled at DeVry Technical Institute in  
Chicago to study electrical engineering.

In the early 1960s, Sandia National Laboratories in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, sought top students to do electronic research in the 
nuclear weapons industry, and Don filled the bill. This was the 
infancy of the digital age. Don experimented at home with Radio 
Shack’s primitive TRS-80 computer and learned computer lan-
guages, such as FORTRAN, COBOL and BASIC at work.

Gwen was also from Walla Walla, where they met, married, and 
moved to Albuquerque, where they both worked.

Don retired in 1999, after 29 years with Sandia. They moved to 
Sequim that year.

“She talked me into it,” said Don of his volunteering. Computers 
“don’t intimidate me,” he added. Entering the items into the com-
puter is “enlightening, there’s always something new,” he said. “It 
brings more of the local area into focus.”

The program classifies entries into four categories: Library, 
books; Photos; Archives, paper items; Objects, three-dimen-
sional items. So far, “thousands” of items have been entered, 
each ranging from a few words to thousands of words. “There 
are thousands of items to go,” said Estes. “People who enter 
these items have jobs for life.”

Assisting Don is Mary Ann Miller, who enters anonymous ac-
cessions into the system, and Eve Datisman, a retired librar-
ian who enters books into the computer.

Since 2001, Don has been adjutant (secretary) to the Ameri-
can Legion Post 62 in Sequim, which has about 250 mem-
bers. “It’s another volunteer job that keeps me busy,” he said. 
Don now has one son and two grandsons.

Don Schreiner: Key keyboarder      

Mission 
Statement:
The Clallam County  
Historical Society is  

devoted to the  
preservation and  

interpretation of our  
County’s cultural heritage 
as a vital service to the  

community and its  

visitors.

Research Library
931 West 9th Street

Port Angeles, Washington 98363
360-452-2662

Open Tuesdays, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. or 
by appointment

By John KendallWhat’s New in the Collection
What does the Clallam County Historical 
Society collect? While there are a few gray 
areas, items must have a Clallam County 
connection. 

Our research library features archival 
material—books, manuscripts, photos, 
maps—think of items that are made of 
paper. Clothing, equipment for logging, 
farming, and other industries, household 
items—the list goes on and on, and we 
have tens of thousands of artifacts in the 
collection.

Roller skates, a scale used at the Owl Drug 
Pharmacy, and a bright red accordion are 
just a few of the items that have been 
added to the collection over the past few 
months.

While most of the items are brought in 
by the donor, sometimes a package ar-
rives from other states—or countries.  A 
recent donation from Sweden reminds us 
that our little corner of the world is con-
nected with other corners of the world. 
Read about that connection in the article 
A Swedish Adventurer.

Many thanks to our 
Business Sponsors: 

Jim’s Pharmacy
First Federal

Peninsula Daily News
Totak Press

BoBaggins Day Care
Olympic Stationers

PenPrint
Downtown Hotel

A Swedish Adventurer
In the late 1890s, a Swedish artist 
by the name of Count Johan Gustaf 
Kalling (1842-1919) visited the Olympic 
Peninsula. A group of ladies known 
as the “Port Angeles World’s Fair Club” 
convinced the City Council to commis-
sion Kalling to paint Ediz Spit and the 
harbor. The painting was to represent 
Port Angeles in the Washington State 
Pavilion at the World Columbian Exposi-
tion in Chicago in 1893. 

How to pay for this commission? The 
Club worked for months to prepare for 
the production of The Chimes of   
Normandy, a comic opera originally 
performed in Paris in 1877. Two full-
house performances in the old Opera 

Don working hard at his keyboard

Hall enthralled attendees, and the 
necessary funds were raised.

The painting made its way to Chicago 
and back and now hangs in the old Clal-
lam County Courthouse.

Over the past several years, the grand-
son of Gustaf Kalling’s brother has 
provided CCHS with photos of the Count 
and a compilation of Kalling’s notes on 
his life in North America.  In addition to 
this wonderful archival material, we re-
cently received three additional Kalling 
paintings. We are so grateful for the 
generosity of Carl Kalling. And we thank 
Brian Magnusson for introducing Carl to 
us so many years ago.

W W W W W W W

W W W W W W W

Got any photos?
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Do You Remember?
How many of you recognize this view of downtown Port Angeles 

from July 1, 1932?
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Changes are in store for 
the Carnegie. 

We’ll keep you posted!


