
Forty-four years of volunteering with the 
Clallam County Historical Society.  Why???

Our family of four moved to Port Angeles in 
1958.  My husband Jim went to work at Crown 
Zellerbach.  Our children, 3 and 5, were soon 
to be ready for school.  We wanted to settle so 
our kids could go to school and not have to be 
moved.  We bought a house on the corner of 7th 
and Washington in 1959 or 1960.

Bert Kellogg was collecting historic photos from 
families of long-time local families and restoring 
many of them for those families.  These photos 
make up a large collection of historic documen-
tation that bless our community today.  Mr. 
Kellogg came to our house one evening and gave 
a photo presentation to us and our neighbors.  
We had a good time, and I especially enjoyed 
the hows and whys of the history of the town 
and its residents.  The Clallam County Historical 
Society (CCHS) was meeting monthly in 1957 at 
the new Olympic National Park Visitor Center.  
I was invited to join the Society meetings at the 
co-owned facility, but at that time I was much 
too busy with family. I was volunteering with 
youth organizations--Campfire, YMCA, church, 
PTA and 4H--and attending Peninsula College 
and Evergreen State College. I didn’t have much 
time to spend looking at history.

The kids were growing up.  I spent time at the 
swimming pool with them and got my creden-
tials to teach swimming. The kids grew up some 
more; and they began teaching, so I got a job at 
the City Library.  My work station became the 
Northwest Room where archives and books of 
local, county and state history were held to help 
patrons find what they wanted or needed.  At 
that time, it was a great place to be.  The City 
and County Libraries merged, and there were 
many changes.  I quit my job in 1977.

The Historical Society shared space with the 
Pioneer Memorial Museum (Olympic National 
Park) until the late 1970s. The park needed more 
space.  Artifacts and documents that belonged 
to the Society had to go and were temporarily 
stored in members’ basements and barns and in 
the basement of Port Angeles Savings and Loan. 
Most items had not been documented.  It was a 
trying time for Society members.  Perhaps some 
items and documents were lost in the shuffle. 

I began volunteering for CCHS.  Harriet Fish was 
our volunteer director.  I remember one man 
came to volunteer in the basement; and after be-
ing briefed on documenting and how important 
it was, we never saw him again.

Clallam County built a new courthouse, leav-
ing space in the old building on Lincoln Street. 
CCHS contracted with the County government 
for exhibit and research space.  In June 1980, 
CCHS moved into the old Courthouse. The main 
floor was maintained for County offices, and 
the Historical Society moved to the second and 
third floors as well as a portion of the basement.  
The Grand Opening was in June 1982. Quality 
exhibits were prepared by volunteers.  Special 
programs were produced--art shows, quilt shows, 
and slide shows of history--and history moved 
on. Kathy Estes was our Director for 30 years, 
Pat Gallup was the Exhibit Coordinator for 17 
years. Pat painted the children playing across the 
second story windows at Lincoln School, those 
figures were originally made for an exhibit at the 
fair and reused to celebrate all those who had 
been students at that site.

At the end of the “contracted” use of space at 
the Courthouse, CCHS was told that it had to 
move. After an extended search, Lincoln School 
was chosen as the new home for the Society. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Dona Cloud

(continued page 3)

We connect the future, 
through the present, 

with the past.

Research Library
931 West 9th Street

Port Angeles, WA 98362
360-452-2662

Open
Tuesdays &Thursdays

9 am - 2 pm
or by appointment

Look for more on our website at
www.northolympichistory.org

Remember to “Like Us” on 
our Facebook page   

www.facebook.com/
northolympichistorycenter

Upcoming Events:

October 9: History Hike – Fort Flagler, 
Marrowstone Island.

October 22: History Hike – Indian Island.

October 13: LOL Presentation at 3 PM on 
Zoom.  Old Patsey’s Potlatch of July 4, 1891 
David Brownell, Executive Director, NOHC

October 31: NOHC Board of Director ballots 
due.

November 10: LOL Presentation at 3 PM on 
Zoom. Environmental Threats of the Olympia 
Oyster. 
Julieta Martinelli, Ph.D. School of Aquatic and 
Fishery Sciences, University of Washington
Role of the THPO (what’s a THPO [tip-o]??) 
Allie Taylor, THPO, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
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NOHC PastPerfect 
Online Catalog is Live!
www.nohc.catalogaccess.com

The NOHC “cloud project” was funded by 
a 2021 Clallam County Heritage Advisory 
Board grant. Researchers and members 
of the public may now search through 
more than 17,000 photographs, archival 
documents, and artifacts from our extensive 
collections. This project is a culmination of 
months of effort by volunteers and staff and 
we will be adding many new records over 
the coming years, so make sure you check 
in regularly!

History Hikes Partnership 
Program A Success!
Our new “History Hikes” partnership pro-
gram with the Jefferson County Historical 
Society has been a great success! Partici-
pants of our first hike to the qatáy prairie 
and lagoon in Port Townsend enjoyed beau-
tiful weather as we discussed this history of 
the S’Klallam/Chemakum village of qatáy 
and the significance of native plants and 
landscape features to the Native peoples of 
Port Townsend Bay. Please visit the NOHC 
website or jchsmuseum.org for more infor-
mation and tickets for this program!
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Our one-day vintage sale on Friday, September 2 was a blast for both volunteers and visitors – it was 
great to see so many familiar faces shopping in the Lincoln School again! The sale brought in almost 
$2,000 in sales and donations for the NOHC and helped us make some much-needed space in the 
school building. A HUGE thank you to Pam Todd and the rest of our volunteers who helped prepare, 
staff, and clean up the event! We look to continue this new tradition next Spring – keep an eye out for 
an announcement regarding another vintage/garage sale next year.

Fall Vintage Sale: Back in Action!

Looking to Get Involved?
Become a Volunteer! 
Join a Committee!
Serving as a volunteer or on a NOHC com-
mittee is a great way to learn about the 
NOHC, meet like-minded history buffs, and 
enjoy being part of our team. Volunteer posi-
tion descriptions and an application form are 
available on our website. We are currently 
looking for members to serve on the following 
committees:

Membership/Events Committee – assists staff 
with developing the NOHC membership base, 
planning activities and events, and conducting 
outreach in our community. This committee 
meets monthly for 1-2 hours.

Lincoln School Committee – assists staff and 
the Board with outreach regarding future 
potential uses of the Lincoln School, conduct-
ing research and compiling feedback for the 
Board of Directors. This committee meets 
monthly for 1-2 hours.

The 2022 Fair is History. 

I believe it to be our best fair to date. We had 
four primary goals and met them.

1. Seek dialogue with potential volunteers: We 
had great conversations and a lot of interest. We 
have follow-up contact information and came 
away very encouraged. 

2. Publicize our cloud project. Everyone liked 
the idea of accessing our collection online. 

3. Seek applicants to our Hands on History 
scholarship program: We handed out about thirty 
packets to some eager parents.  

4. Seek ideas for the Lincoln School property: 
We got a few ideas and met some influential people. Our visitors understood the challenges and 
sympathized. 

What really worked: We sold about $450 worth of books. Of even greater value is that the book 
display is magnetic and caused people to stop and talk with us. Again, we had a great fair and I 
recommend that we return next year to the same excellent booth location. 

We owe great thanks to Larry, Bill, Paul, Eve and Janice for manning the booth for its fifty hours of 
existence. We always had two or three people there. Thanks to Laurie Davies for generously buy-
ing our space - again!

Patrick Noonan, Vice President
NOHC Board of Directors



the Historical Society moved to the second and 
third floors as well as a portion of the basement.  
The Grand Opening was in June 1982. Quality 
exhibits were prepared by volunteers.  Special 
programs were produced--art shows, quilt shows, 
and slide shows of history--and history moved 
on. Kathy Estes was our Director for 30 years, 
Pat Gallup was the Exhibit Coordinator for 17 
years. Pat painted the children playing across the 
second story windows at Lincoln School, those 
figures were originally made for an exhibit at the 
fair and reused to celebrate all those who had 
been students at that site.

At the end of the “contracted” use of space at 
the Courthouse, CCHS was told that it had to 
move. After an extended search, Lincoln School 
was chosen as the new home for the Society. 
However, money for the purchase price had 
to be raised.  After extensive negotiations with 
Olympic National Park, and with the help of 
Mike Doherty, a purchase price the Pioneer 
Memorial Museum was agreed on, making it 
possible for the Society to purchase the Lincoln 
School property. 

CCHS had new challenges. The Board and the 
working volunteers had much to do to renovate 
buildings and property to make any of it useful. 
In 1992, Earl Thompson and Jim Cloud hosted 
the first Lincoln School yard sale in and around 
what is now the Research Library.  With proceeds 
around $5,000, the sale was considered a huge 
success.  Mike Fitzpatrick replaced windows 
and mowed the lawn.  The old basement furnace 
room at the back of school, the restrooms above 
the furnace room, and the upstairs library were 
removed.  

The Society began a partnership with the “School 
to Work” program, which began in 1998.  It was 
a successful program that benefited both the 
students and the Lincoln site.  It was a hands-on 
trade program for high school students—both 
girls and boys.  The students prepared the old 
gymnasium, did wiring and plumbing, put up 
wallboard, and painted.  A new heating system 
was installed by a contractor. The students then 
prepared the exterior of the present Library build-
ing for further renovation.  Huge support beams 
were installed at the east and west ends of the 
school building, and new cement floors were 
poured on the main floor. The volunteer building 
committee (community members, some retired 
and some not) completed projects unfinished 
by the students.  Those men could do almost any-
thing and had many ideas about how and what 
should and could be done. Lively discussions 
were not uncommon, and most all came back 
every week. They called themselves the WWW 
(We Work Wednesday) crew.   

When it was time to move from the Courthouse, 
volunteers stepped up to the plate again. Many 
exhibits went to the Federal Building at First 
and Oak.  Artifacts, archival material, and other 
items were packed up and moved to the NEW 
Artifact Storage Facility.  There was a new Direc-

tor’s Office, to be shared with the Registrar.  The 
attached work room was used for everything, in-
cluding a place to have lunch and conversations 
about what, why, where and how the Society was 
going to keep going.  These were interesting, fun, 
and exciting times.

In 2001, Friends of Lincoln School had a fund 
raiser to put a new roof on the school.  People 
could purchase a bundle of shingles for $89.67, 
and there was no limit as to how many bundles 
you could buy. If that was too much, you could 
buy half a bundle or some shingle nails—what-
ever fit your budget. The new roof was scheduled 
for summer of 2002.  Stabilizing the building hit 
some snags but was completed with the help of 
State heritage funds. 

In the early 2000s, CCHS was asked to take over 
the Carnegie library building on Lincoln Street 
in downtown Port Angeles. Once again, many 
volunteers worked to create a museum featur-
ing our County’s rich history. However, the cost 
of utilities and trying to operate two separate 
facilities was beyond our ability. The Fresnel lens 
found a new home with the New Dungeness 
Light Station, and other artifacts were taken back 
to Lincoln School.

Since 2020, the Society (now the North Olympic 
History Center) works within its limits. The re-
search center is active for both history and family 
research. There is a limit to the number of people 
who can be in the building—especially with 
COVID protocols--but we do what we can.

Our garage sales got to be too big and too much 
for the volunteers. Many of us got old and tired 
or died in service.  My kids, grand kids and 
great grand kid helped with jobs at Lincoln 
School over the years.  They especially enjoyed 

participating in the fashion show fund raising.  
We used the school administration building that 
is next door for several years as well as the Elks 
building downtown for the shows. Those were 
fun and work for all—men, women, and children 
volunteers. 

The organization has sponsored a scholarship 
program, Hands on History, for students 
throughout Clallam County.  The students had to 
research, write, and present their chosen bit of 
county history in public programs.  A volunteer 
committee encouraged and oversaw this program 
and set aside funds for the scholarship recipients 
to use when the time comes.  Some fine work 
was done by those students, and they can be 
proud of themselves.  They used our Research 
Library, the public library, interviewed people, 
and collected photos and other items to enhance 
their presentation boards.
  
The North Olympic History Center sponsored 
Steve Hauff’s book, The Spruce Production Divi-
sion in Clallam County.  He offered the books as 
a fund raiser in 2019.  The book is available at 
the office or Research Library on West 9th Street, 
behind Lincoln School.  It is interesting local 
history.

So, what was that question?  Why have I vol-
unteered for 44 years for the Clallam County 
Historical Society?  Why not?  Where else could 
I have had a more interesting time with a variety 
of jobs with interesting people.  CCHS made five 
moves in those years. Lots of packing, sorting, 
carrying, discovering, forgetting, sharing, search-
ing, laughing, learning, cleaning, moving, and 
now it is all going to the “Cloud.” This Cloud is 
not this CLOUD, and she is getting Cloudy.  I 
wish them well.  I have loved my volunteer jobs.  
Dona Cloud

(Dona Cloud continued from cover)
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“Peabody Creek,” an original painting by volunteer Dona Cloud based on a photograph from 1890.
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The NOHC recently received a donation from 
John Warder and family of an album of photo-
graphs detailing the “sluicing of the hogback”, 
also known as the “1914 Port Angeles regrade” 
project. The album contains dozens of high-
quality images showing the extensive reshaping 
of downtown Port Angeles. Keep an eye out for 
future exhibits featuring these images, which 
were taken by W. Chester Morse of Lewis, Wiley 
& Morse were given to John Warder, former City 
of Port Angeles Engineer by Roy W. Morse in 
1969. 

PA – 1914056:   View of “Front Street looking east from…Front and Oak,” taken July 20, 1914 by 
W. Chester Morse. Note the buildings located below the new road grade on the right, and the timber 
planks being laid on the road bed.

NOHC Receives 
Donation of “Sluicing 
the Hogback” Photo 
Album

PA – 1914025:   View “looking west into pit at Front and Chase,” taken June 15, 1914 by W. Chester 
Morse. This area is now the location of the Red Lion Hotel.

The sluicing of the hogback was just one element 
of a larger effort to improve transportation and 
infrastructure in the downtown Port Angeles 
from 1890 to 1920, rechanneling Peabody Creek 
into a tunnel that cut through the hogback at 
Lincoln Street between First and Front, using 
water from the creek to sluice the Front Street 
hill and hogback and raising the street level up 
to ten feet in certain areas. Some buildings were 
raised to meet the new grade, while others were 
destroyed, and new sewers were laid. After the 
area was brought up to grade the roads were 
covered with large wooden planks, which were 
later replaced by concrete pavement. An interest-
ing summary of these efforts is available in the 
“City Government” chapter of JimmyComeLately, 
A History of Clallam County (available at the 
NOHC research library).

Thank you from the NOHC to John Warder and 
the Warder family for this incredible donation!

“Piece of the Peninsula” Auction Recap
The NOHC’s first-ever online auction fundraiser was a great success, raising over $5,000 
for our programs and operations. We would like to thank everyone who participated, it was 
great to see the excitement around the event and we received plenty of positive feedback. 
A special thank you to our sponsors and supporters including Rite Bros Aviation, Black Ball 
Ferry Line, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, Sequim Valley Car Club, Jefferson County Historical 
Society; artists Dona Cloud, Jaiden Dokken, Emma Brownell and Ernst Schafer; donors and 
volunteers Larry Lang and Kristi Murray, Janice Noonan and many more!

We are still offering select vintage items and books on the auction site (nohc.cbo.io), and 
we hope to have another (smaller) auction before the close of the year!
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In Memory of Jim Rankin
It was with saddened hearts that we learned of 
the death of Jim Rankin.

Jim was an active member of the North Olympic 
History Center, both as a Board member and vol-
unteer. He served as the Center’s vice president 
of the board for many years, and it was the rare 
occasion that he did not attend a meeting.

But more people knew Jim from his work with 
the We Work Wednesday guys and the garage 
sale. On any given Wednesday, you could find 
Jim working outside helping to keep the grounds 
at Lincoln School tidy and clean.

But his volunteerism shone at garage sale time. 
Jim made countless pick ups of merchandise in 
his green truck—aptly making it a true “pick up” 
truck! He and his wife Kathy worked in the book 
section for many years. And we could always 
count on Jim to appear to haul away the massive 
amounts of cardboard that would accumulate 
over the week.

Jim was always accompanied by Maggie, his 
beloved four-legged friend. She made as many 
friends as Jim did, and we were always glad to 
see both of them arrive at the school.

Our sincere condolences to Kathy and the Rankin 
family. He was a loving husband, father and 
grandfather—and a terrific volunteer.

The President’s Report
As the current President of the NOHC Board of Directors, it is my pleasure to make occasional reports 
to the members.  I expect you will find more detail in the rest of this newsletter on the topics below, 
but I wanted to put in my two cents.

You have already received a letter from the Board under my signature regarding our renewed efforts 
to positively re-purpose the Lincoln School building.  We hope to maintain the building’s presence, 
promote its relevance to the neighborhood, and see it become a productive component of the area 
economy once again.  We are seeking ideas and partners who can help us achieve these goals.  Feel 
free to add to the discussion or pose questions.

We have come out of the Covid lock-down with our afterburners running.  First, our extreme gratitude 
to the research and maintenance volunteers who kept the home fires burning during the months of 
uncertainty.  Second, our “new” Executive Director has just completed his first year with us.  What a 
pleasure it was to sit with him and appraise his year one performance. David has guided our organiza-
tion into exciting new directions and a fresh sense of purpose.

If you haven’t looked lately, check out our upgraded media presence on our website and Facebook 
page.  A number of new outreach programs have helped us share our history trove and “show the 
flag” across the North Peninsula.

Finally, and certainly not least, there is now public access to our digitized record of the archive items.  
This is a dramatic expansion of both the quantity of our inventory available online, and the public 
accessibility to view the data from any computer, worldwide.  Boy, that was unthinkable even when I 
started my business career in the computer industry (many, many moons ago.)  For more information 
on any of these highlighted programs check our website or give the office a call.

 
Bill Brigden, President of the Board

NOHC Awarded Grant 
to Expand Art Storage
The Center successfully applied for another 
Clallam County Heritage Advisory Grant in 
2022, accepting an award of $4,950 for the 
purchase of additional wire racks for storing art 
in our archives. We have “outgrown” the existing 
storage racks and have quite a few paintings 
waiting for their new home - the new racks will 
be place directly above and match our current 
art racks. We are hoping to have the new racks 
purchased and installed by late summer/early fall 
of 2022. A huge thank you to the Clallam County 
Commissioners and Heritage Advisory Board for 
supporting this project!

Photo courtesy of Emily Matthiessen, Sequim Gazette 2022
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The Board, staff, and volunteers of the NOHC would 
like to acknowledge a very welcome bequest from 
Virginia Fitzpatrick’s estate. Virginia’s passing marked 
the end of a lifetime of connection and commitment 
to the Center. She actively served the Clallam County 
Historical Society (now the North Olympic History 
Center) for a total of half a century, shaping the fabric 
and goals of our organization. Her presence and lead-
ership is sorely missed by volunteers and members 
alike. 

Virginia’s bequest is a lasting, meaningful, and fitting 
tribute and memorial that makes it possible for the 
North Olympic History Center to continue to provide 
the programs and community engagement opportuni-
ties that were so important to Virginia during her de-
cades of involvement with the Center. These funds will allow us to make our campus a safer, more 
comfortable space for researchers and the public. We hope to find a way to honor Virginia’s legacy 
and contributions to the NOHC soon. 

Virginia Fitzpatrick’s Estate Bequest
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